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Introduction to the FAAST Training Course 
 

 

Welcome and congratulations for being selected to undertake FAAST training. 

  

FAAST, (Feral Animal Aerial Shooting Team), is an organisation, which trains and 

accredits NSW government and semi-government employees to carry out humane 

destruction of animals from helicopters.   

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Typical helicopter used for FAAST operations Photo: D. Pitt 

 

 

FAAST incorporates both:  

 

� The FAAST management committee (FMC), which administers all aspects of 

FAAST training and re-accreditation, as well as 

� FAAST graduates, who are professional shooters accredited by the FMC.  

 

While aerial shooting is potentially hazardous and often controversial, it has been 

confirmed, both in Australia and internationally, to be one of the most effective and 

humane techniques for destroying animals.  

 

 It has proven to be an important management tool for: 

 

� The control of feral pest animals.  

� The humane destruction of sick, injured or stranded stock. 

� Controlling exotic disease outbreaks.  
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FAAST training is a privilege, which few people in NSW will share.  This is because 

of the high level of skill and commitment required to be a FAAST shooter as well as 

the time and cost involved in training and re-accreditation. 

 

FAAST members have developed a reputation for professionalism and their team 

attitude, which is based around a sound hierarchical support structure. Negative 

actions by one member of FAAST will impact on all members and ultimately on all 

agencies who undertake aerial shooting.  The professional team environment is 

reinforced in FAAST students, existing FAAST shooters and in the FAAST 

Management Committee during all FAAST activities. 

 

FAAST shooters must undergo a rigorous and ongoing program of training, 

encompassing all aspects of: 

 

� The safe use of firearms  

� The humane destruction of animals  

� Helicopter safety.   

� They must also complete an ongoing program to maintain a high standard of 

marksmanship. 

 

Objectives of the FAAST training course 
 

The objectives of FAAST training are: 

 

� To establish and maintain the highest possible standards in relation to all aspects 

of aerial shooting operations. 

� To ensure that all FAAST shooters are appropriately trained in firearms safety and 

use, helicopter safety procedures, and the humane destruction of animals by aerial 

shooting. 

 

Learning outcomes 
 

Students who graduate from the FAAST training course will be able to: 

 

� Demonstrate the high level of professionalism and commitment required to 

become a FAAST shooter and to remain accredited. 

� Demonstrate the safe and effective use of firearms from a helicopter. 

� Discuss the relevant aviation, firearm and animal welfare legislation and abide by 

them. 

� Demonstrate the appropriate management of firearms. 

� Demonstrate the safe and effective use, and maintenance of L1A1 SLR rifles and 

12 gauge pump action shotguns. 
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� Provide useful input into the planning and operation of aerial shooting programs. 

� The learning outcomes for each module within the course are listed at the 

beginning of the module. 

Course structure 
 

The FAAST training course contains 2 separate parts.  

 

Part 1  - focuses on the safe and efficient operation and management of firearms.   

 

Part 2  - focuses on operational procedures and planning, humane destruction, 

  animal welfare and helicopter operations. 

 

Training will be in the form of lectures and practical sessions relating to the modules 

within the course.  

 

Successful completion of part one of the training course is a pre-requisite for students 

attending part II of the training course. 

 

The training and reference manual 
 

The manual consists of parts one and two which are divided into further sections,  

corresponding to the course structure. 

 

The FAAST Training and Reference Manual is provided prior to the course to allow 

students to familiarise themselves with the modules covered during training. 

 

At the end of each module, a ‘Test yourself’ section has been included.  This contains 

a few simple questions to assist with revision.   

 

Please read the modules and complete the ‘Test Yourself” questions before coming to 

the course.  They will be marked during the course.  Modules 1 to 6 need to be read 

and questions answered before attending the first part of the course, and modules 7 to 

15 need to be read and questions answered before attending the second part of the 

course. 

 

At the end of part 1 and part 2 of the manual is a glossary that contains terms that may 

be used throughout both parts and during training sessions. 

 

Assessment  
 

Students will be assessed through written and practical examinations and must be 

deemed competent in all assessment tasks to be awarded a FAAST certificate.  

 

Throughout the course students will be asked to undertake the following four practical 

assessment tasks:  

 

� Strip and assemble a firearm (Part I) 

� Use a firearm on a ground range (Part I) 
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� Use a firearm from an elevated platform (Part 2) 

� Use a firearm from a helicopter (Part 2) 

 

They will also complete the following two written examinations: 

 

� Firearm operation and management (Part 1) 

� Helicopter operations, animal welfare and planning (Part 2) 

 

 

Figure 2 National Parks and Wildlife Service helicopter used for FAAST operations
 Photo: A. Moriarty 

 

Course rules 
 

� Students are to adhere to directions of the course marshal/s and instructors at all 

times. 
 

� Firearms and helicopter safety aspects will be paramount.  Breeches of safety 

standards, as outline by instructors or in the FAAST Policy, FAAST Procedures 

Guide and FAAST Training and Reference Manual, will result in disciplinary 

action and possible dismissal from the course.  

� Firearms and ammunition security is the responsibility of the course firearms 

officer and ammunition officer (which will be one or more instructors). Official 

PAB firearms registers will be used during the course. 
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� Students are responsible, under the supervision of instructors, for the cleaning of 

their own firearms. 

� The pilot is responsible for the helicopter and its operation.  The pilot has the last 

word on all safety aspects of the helicopter and its operation. The pilot also 

controls the helipad and surrounds, with assistance from the crewman and/or 

helibase controller. 

� Any complaints regarding the course are to be directed to the course marshal. 

 

Figure 3 Aerial shooting conducted in Mt Kaputar National Park. Photo: D Pitt 

Introduction to Part 1 
 

Welcome to Part 1of the Feral Animal Aerial Shooting Team (FAAST) training 

course.  In this first part of the course you will develop understanding and skills with 

regard to FAAST firearms operations and management.  

 

This will include modules on:  

 

SECTION A: Legislation, FAAST policy, FAAST procedures and firearms 

management 
 

� NSW legislation. 

� FAAST policy and FAAST procedures guide 

� Firearms administration 
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SECTION B: Firearms operations 
 

� The self-loading rifle 

� The pump action shotgun  

� Firearms safety and firing range instructions 

 

  
 
Figure 4 FAAST training session    Photo  A. Moriarty 
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SECTION  A 

 
Legislation, FAAST policy, FAAST procedures 

and firearms management
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1. NSW legislation 
 

 
 

Summary: 
FAAST shooters must be legally authorised to participate in aerial shooting programs. 

 

They must also be aware of any legislation relevant to their duties, such as: 

� Firearms Act 1996 

� Firearms (General) Regulation 1997. 

� Weapons Prohibition Act1998 

� Weapons Prohibition Regulation 1999 

� Crimes Act 1900 

� Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979  

� Civil Aviation Act 1988 

� Civil Aviation Regulation 1998 

� National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 

� National Parks and Wildlife Regulation 2002 

� Rural Lands Protection Act 1998 

� Rural Lands Protection (General) Regulation 2001 

� Occupational Health and Safety Act 2000 

 

 
 

1.1 Learning outcomes 

 After completing this module successfully, students will be able to: 
 

1. Describe the legal requirements of shooters participating in aerial shooting 

operations. 

 

2. List the pieces of legislation that FAAST shooters will need to understand. 

 

3. Discuss sections of acts relevant to firearm use.  

 

4. Discuss other pieces of legislation relevant to FAAST activities. 
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1.2 Introduction 
 

The NSW Government and the community have an expectation that FAAST shooters 

demonstrate exemplary conduct with firearms and a sound understanding of firearm 

legislation and other legislation related to aerial shooting. 

 

FAAST shooters and students who are required to participate in aerial shooting 

activities must be legally authorised to do so.  They must possess the following:  

 

� A NSW government agency sponsored category D firearms licence. 

� A Commissioner’s Permit for the use of  specific SLRs.  

 

They must also have knowledge of the relevant legislation. In particular that relating 

to: 

 

� Firearms licence categories. 

� Commissioner’s Permits. 

� Storage and transport of firearms and ammunition. 

� The possession and safe use of firearms.  

 

FAAST shooters and students must ensure their activities are consistent with all 

relevant legislative requirements. The major legislative basis for the management and 

use of firearms in NSW is the Firearms Act 1996.  Other relevant legislation includes 

Firearms (General) Regulations 1997, Weapons Prohibition Act 1998, Weapons 

Prohibition Regulations 1999 and the Crimes Act 1900.  

 

1.3 Firearm legislation 

Sections of the relevant NSW acts relating to firearms, which should be studied in 

detail, are listed below. Sections and full copies of each act and regulation listed 

below are available in attachment 1 or at the web site: www.austlii.edu.au. 

 

1.3.1 Firearms Act 1996  

� Section 6 (3) – Not guilty of offence under Section 7. Unauthorised possession of 

a firearm. 

� Section 7 – Unauthorised possession or use of a firearm. 

� Section 8 – Licence categories and authority conferred by licence. 

� Section 9 – Authority conferred by licence – additional matters. 

� Section 12 – Genuine reasons for having a licence (especially – reason - vertebrate 

pest animal control.  

� Section 19 – Conditions of licence. 

� Section 31 – Permits to acquire firearms. 
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� Section 34 – Registration of firearms. 

� Section 37 – Requirements relating to registered firearms.  

� Section 41 – Category C, D and H licence requirements. 

Section 42 – Seizure of firearms if storage requirements not met. 

� Section 50 – Buying of firearms. 

� Section 51 – Restrictions on the sale and purchase of firearms. 

� Section 52 – Use of mail for sending firearms and barrels. 

� Section 57 – Non-commercial transportation of certain firearms. 

� Section 61 – Unsafe firearms. 

� Section 64 – Restrictions where alcohol or other drugs concerned.  

� Section 65 - Sale purchase or possession of ammunition. 

� Section 69 – Requirement to notify change of address. 

 

1.3.2 Firearms (General) Regulation 1997 

� Clause 7 – Licence applicant understands requirements concerning firearms safety 

and storage. 

� Clause 10 - Lost, stolen or destroyed licence or permit. 

� Clause 12 – Licensee required to notify commissioner if genuine reason ceases to 

exist. 

� Clause 13 - Requirement to notify change of particulars other than address. 

� Clause 24 – Licences or permits held by government agencies and their 

employees. 

� Clause 29 – Vertebrate pest animal control – prescribed government agencies. 

� Clause 62 – Safe carriage of pistols. 

� Clause 67 – Registers to be kept by security guard employers. 

� Clause 89 – Notification of sale, loss or theft of registered firearm. 

� Clause 96 – Firearms safety training courses. 

� Clause 100 – Commercial transportation of firearms – prescribed safety 

requirements. 

� Clause 101 – Non commercial transportation of prohibited firearms – prescribed 

safety requirements. 

� Clause 102 – Annual inspections of certain firearms. 
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1.3.3 Weapons Prohibition Act 1998  
 

� Section 7 – Offence of unauthorised possession or use of prohibited weapon. 

� Section 8 – Permit categories and authority conferred by permit. 

� Section 11 – Genuine reason. 

� Section 12 – Requirement to notify Commissioner if genuine reason ceases to 

exist. 

� Section 14 – Conditions of permit. 

� Section 23 – Restrictions on sale and purchase of prohibited weapons 

� Section 24 – Restrictions on sending and receiving prohibited weapons. 

� Section 26 – General requirement for safe keeping of prohibited weapons. 

� Section 30 – Requirement to notify of change of particulars. 

� Schedule 1 – List of prohibited weapons. 

 

1.3.4 Weapons Prohibition Regulation 1999 

 

� Clause 7 – Notification of change of premises where weapons stored or kept. 

� Clause 8 – Notification of lost, stolen, destroyed, defaced or mutilated permit. 

� Clause 12 – General conditions of permit. 

� Clause 26 – Prohibited weapons – animal management permit. 

� Clause 37 – Notification of lost, stolen or destroyed prohibited weapon. 

� Schedule 1(4) – Possession and use of firearm magazines by persons holding 

category D firearms licence. 

 

1.3.5 Crimes Act 1900  
 

� Part 3 - Section 93 F - Offences relating to firearms. 

� Section 93G - Causing danger with firearms or spear-gun. 

� Section 93H – Trespassing with or dangerous use of firearms or spear-gun. 

 

In addition, the NSW Police Service brochure titled Safe storage of firearms, 

contained in the attachment 2, may be a useful reference for firearms legislative 

requirements.  

 

1.4 Other relevant legislation 

Sections of the relevant NSW acts, which should be studied in detail, are listed below. 

Full copies of each act and regulation listed below are available in attachment 1 or at 

the web site: www.austlii.edu.au. 
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Figure 1.1 Feral goat.       Photo: D Pitt 
 

 

1.4.1 Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979   

The destruction of animals must be carried out in a humane manner with minimal 

suffering.   
 

Aerial shooting operations should comply with the appropriate codes of practice.  

 

� Section 5: Cruelty to animals. 

� Section 6: Aggravated cruelty to animals. 

� Section 24: Certain defences 

This is also explained in the FAAST Training and Reference Manual Part 2, module 

13. 
 

1.4.2 Civil Aviation Act 1988 and Civil Aviation Regulations 1988  
 

In addition to licences covering the aircraft owner/operator, the pilot and the aircraft 

operator must have approval from CASA for: 

 

� Flying at low altitude for aerial shooting purposes. 

� Carriage of firearms in a non-commercial aircraft. 

� Discharge of firearms in an aircraft. 
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If an operator other than NPWS flight section is used, then each individual FAAST 

shooter must also have approval from CASA to carry and discharge a firearm in a 

helicopter. 

 

� Clause 157 (4) (b): Aircraft operations manual (Regs.) 

� Clause 143: Carriage firearms (Regs.) 

� Clause 144: Discharge of firearms in or from an aircraft (Regs.) 

 

1.4.3 National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 and National Parks and 

Wildlife Regulation 2002 
 

Authority is required to: 

 

� Harm animals within a national park (Act - Section 171). 

� Carry a firearm within a national park (Regs. - Clause 19) 

� Discharge a firearm within a national park (Regs. - Clause 19). 

 
 

1.4.4 Rural Lands Protection Act 1998 and Rural Lands Protection 

(General) Regulation 2001 
 

This addresses the duty of occupiers of land to continually suppress and destroy 

noxious animals.  A Rural Lands Protection Board may conduct campaigns for 

suppression and destruction of noxious animals.  Shooting, including shooting from 

an aircraft is listed as a prescribed method of destruction. 

 

� Section 167: Obligations to comply with eradication orders (Act). 

� Section 169: Eradication of pests (Act). 

� Section 170: Destruction of pests (Act). 

� Section 180: Campaigns for eradication of pests (Act). 

� Clause 62: Nuisance animals (Regs.). 

 

1.4.5 Occupational Health and Safety Act 2000 

 

This addresses the obligations of employer and employee regarding: 

 

� Duty of care. 

� Safe work place. 

� Adequate training. 

� Provision of safety equipment. 

� Section 8: Duties of employers. 
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� Section 20: Duties of employees. 

 

 

 

 

1. What is the major piece of legislation relevant to firearm use in NSW? 

 

2. What is the name of the act that deals with animal welfare issues? 

 

3. In order to carry firearms in a helicopter, both the pilot and helicopter operator/ 

owner must be granted authority from what organisation? 

 

4. List one aspect of the Occupational Health and Safety Act 2000 relevant to aerial 

shooting? 

 

5. What Act are Commissioner’s Permits for SLR’s issued under? 
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2. FAAST Policy and FAAST Procedures Guide 
 

Summary: 

The FAAST Policy and the FAAST Procedures Guide applies to all its members, 

including FAAST shooters and the FAAST Management Committee (FMC). 

The policy and the procedures address the following: 

 

� The FMC, its make-up and meeting protocol. 

� Codes of conduct for FAAST students and shooters. 

� Aerial and ground shooting operations. 

� FAAST training and re-accreditation. 

This module contains only the sections of the policy and the procedures relevant to 

FAAST shooters. 

 

 

2.1 Learning outcomes 
 

After completing this module successfully, students will be able to: 

 

1. State the objectives of FAAST as an organisation. 

2. Discuss the role of the FAAST Management Committee. 

3. Explain the MOAT system. 

4. Explain the FAAST Shooters Disciplinary Code. 

5. Discuss the procedures for reporting alleged safety breeches by a FAAST shooter. 

6. Discuss the responsibilities of a FAAST shooter. 

 

2.2 Introduction 

2.2.1 What is FAAST? 

FAAST is a training system for NSW government and semi-government employees 

who carry out aerial shooting of animals from helicopters.  

 

Only employees of the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), NSW 

Rural Lands Protection Boards (RLPB) and the NSW Police Armoury, who have 

graduated from FAAST training, can become FAAST accredited shooters. 
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Figure 2.1 NPWS employee gearing up for an aerial shooting exercise     Photo:A. Moriarty 

 

2.2.2 Why have FAAST? 

The NSW government agencies have the following statutory obligations: 

 

� To control feral animal populations. 

� To prevent and control the outbreak of animal diseases.  

� To destroy sick or injured stock. 

� To carry out the above using the most time efficient, cost effective and, above all, 

most humane methods. 

 

Aerial shooting from helicopters has been confirmed in Australia and internationally 

as one of the most effective and humane techniques for destroying large feral animals 

and in some circumstances, injured or diseased stock. 

 

The NSW government has an obligation to the public to ensure that appropriately 

trained personnel destroy feral animals humanely.  FAAST was established to ensure 

this obligation is met. 

 

FAAST accredited shooters complete a rigorous and on-going training program in: 

 

� the safe use of firearms, 

� the humane destruction of animals, and 

� helicopter safety. 
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They are also required to complete an on-going shooting program to maintain their 

marksmanship standards. 

 

2.3 The FAAST Policy 

A copy of the FAAST Policy will be provided for FAAST students when they 

successfully complete both parts of the FAAST accreditation course.  FAAST 

shooters should maintain a sound general knowledge of FAAST Policy throughout 

their accreditation. Only key sections of the policy will be outlined in this manual and 

assessed during the course. 

 

2.3.1 Policy objectives 
 

� To inform FAAST members and others, about FAAST Policy with regard to aerial 

shooting operations and the training of FAAST shooters by the FMC.  

� To ensure that the training of aerial shooters and all shooting programs are 

undertaken in accordance with relevant legislation, the policies of participating 

agencies, procedures as outlined in the FAAST procedures guide and operational 

protocols outlined in the FAAST training and reference manual. 

� The FAAST policy aims to complement the policies of participating agencies 

concerning firearm management and use, helicopter operations and aerial shooting 

operations. 

 

2.3.2 FAAST Management Committee (FMC) 

The FMC: 

 

� Is subject to direction by both the Minister for Agriculture and the Minister for the 

Environment. 

� Will oversee all aspects of management and training of FAAST accredited 

shooters.  

� Will keep a register of the number and location of FAAST shooters in NSW and 

will ensure that the locality of aerial shooters meets the needs of state-wide aerial 

shooting programs. 

� Will maintain a minimum of 15 and a maximum of 36 FAAST shooters who are 

available to undertake aerial shooting programs. 

 

2.3.3 FAAST shooters 

FAAST shooters must only use L1A1 SLR rifles or pump action shotguns during any 

training operation and during any aerial shooting program.  
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They must also ensure that relevant risk management procedures, administered by 

their employers, are completed before undertaking aerial shooting training or aerial 

shooting programs. 

 

FAAST shooters must adhere to: 

 

� All policy outlined in this document. 

�  Procedures outlined in the FAAST Procedures Guide.  

� Operational protocols outlined in the FAAST Training and Reference Manual, and 

in particular, 

� Procedures outlined in the FAAST Shooters Disciplinary Code contained in the 

FAAST Procedures Guide. 

� Relevant policies and procedures prescribed by their employer. 

� Relevant NSW legislation, in particular that relating to the safe keeping, transport 

and use of firearms and ammunition. 

 

2.3.4 Helicopter operations 
  

FAAST shooters must: 

 

� Ensure that helicopters and pilots used during aerial shooting operations are from 

an operator that has been recommended by the FMC and that the operator 

complies with all relevant provisions of the Civil Aviation Act 1988 and Civil 

Aviation Regulations 1988, regarding the carriage and use of firearms from 

aircraft. 

� Ensure that helicopter operators used during aerial shooting programs have been 

endorsed by the FMC. 

� Have the correct helicopter safety equipment when undertaking FAAST training 

operations or aerial shooting programs (listed in the FAAST Procedures Guide). 

 

2.3.5 Ground operations 

While undertaking any FAAST ground based activities, shooters must adhere to: 

 

� Relevant legislation. 

� The conditions listed on each L1A1 rifle’s Commissioner’s Permit. 

� Relevant policies or procedures administered by their employer. 

� Firing range rules. 

� Firearms safety and use principles outlined in the FAAST Training and Reference 

Manual.  
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2.3.6 FAAST training courses  

All FAAST training courses are organised by the FMC and it is their responsibility to 

ensure that training is carried out in a safe, efficient, humane and equitable manner. 

 

FAAST training courses must meet Australian national standards as set by the 

Australian National Training Association (ANTA). All training is completed in 

conjunction with a Registered Training Organisation (RTO) and instructors used 

during FAAST training must be suitably accredited by the RTO. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 2.2 FAAST training – aerial shooting session Photo: A. Moriarty 

 

2.3.7 Aerial shooting programs 

All aerial shooting programs organised by or undertaken by NSW government and 

semi-government agencies will only be conducted by FAAST shooters and will 

adhere to policy outlined in this document, procedures outlined in the FAAST 

Procedures Guide and operational protocols outlined in the FAAST Training and 

Reference Manual. 

 

FAAST shooters will ensure that all FAAST shooting programs are conducted in 

accordance with relevant legislation and relevant policy administered by their 

employer and in a safe, humane and professional manner. 

 

The FMC will not approve individual aerial shooting programs but, where necessary, 

may provide advice to land-holders or managers on aerial shooting programs.  
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2.4 The FAAST Procedures Guide 

The FAAST Procedures Guide outlines FAAST protocols and procedures which 

apply to shooters and members of the FMC. It aims to complement the participating 

government agency’s procedures and policies concerning firearm use and 

management, helicopter operations and aerial shooting. 

 

The FAAST Procedures Guide addresses the following: 

 

� The FMC, its make-up and meeting protocol. 

� Codes of conduct for FAAST students and shooters. 

� Aerial and ground shooting operations. 

� FAAST accreditation, re-accreditation and fast tracking training courses. 

 

A copy of the FAAST Procedures Guide will be provided for FAAST students when 

they successfully complete both parts of the FAAST accreditation course. FAAST 

shooters should maintain a sound knowledge of FAAST procedures throughout their 

accreditation period. Only key sections of this document will be addressed in this 

course. 

 

2.5 The key principles of FAAST procedures 

2.5.1 Legislation 

FAAST members must ensure their activities are consistent with all relevant 

legislation.  The major legislative basis for the management of firearms is the NSW 

Firearms Act 1996 and for the management of helicopter operations is the federal 

Civil Aviation Act 1988.  
 

2.5.2 Competencies 

FAAST training falls under the Australian National Training Authority’s 

Conservation and Land Management training package and is therefore part of a 

national training framework.   

 

The FAAST training course covers two competency units, which are:  

 

� Use of firearms to humanely destroy animals. (RTD 2125A)  

� Conduct vertebrate pest activities from an aircraft. (RTD2403A)  

� Assessors of all FAAST training will be acting under the registration of 

Murrumbidgee College of Agriculture, Yanco NSW, which is a Registered 

Training Organisation (RTO).  

 

Assessors must hold formal recognition of competence in the following units from the 

Training Package for Assessment and Workplace Training [BSZ98]: plan assessment 

(BSZ401A), conduct assessment (BSZ402A), review assessment (BSZ403A) and 

train small groups (BSZ404A). For more information on FAAST competencies and 

assessment refer to the FAAST Assessment Guide.  
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2.5.3 Helicopter and firearms safety 

Aerial shooting is an operation that requires a great deal of skill, planning and 

accountability and requires all personnel involved to have a thorough knowledge and 

practice of helicopter and firearm safety.  

 

2.5.4 Professionalism 

 Aerial shooting is one of the most humane and effective technique for destroying 

animals but it is also potentially dangerous. All personnel involved in aerial shooting 

operations must ensure their actions are responsible, accountable and professional, 

with strict compliance with FAAST protocols, policy and procedures and policies of 

their NSW government agency employer. 

 

 

2.6 FAAST Management Committee procedures 
 

2.6.1 Maintenance of accreditation and training (MOAT) 

The maintenance of accreditation and training (MOAT) system is a protocol by which 

the FMC assesses the annual accreditation status of all FAAST shooters.  

 

To remain an accredited FAAST shooter, each calendar year shooters must complete a 

minimum of: 

 

� 10 hours aerial shooting,  

and 

� 10 hours ground familiarisation and shooting range practice. 

Ground familiarisation includes, field strip and assemble stoppage drills for the SLR 

and PAS encompassing:   

 

� Failure to eject empty cartridge (adjust gas). 

� Action on double feed. 

� Action on empty magazine. 

� Failure to fire. 

 

2.6.2 Logbooks 

FAAST shooters must record all ground and aerial shooting hours in a logbook and 
st

submit a copy to the FMC by 31  January annually.  The logbook should include 

flying and shooting hours as well as any student, observer and assessment flying 

hours. 

 

Logbook administration is the responsibility of the NPWS flight section member of 

the FMC and will be checked off against the MOAT system.   

 

FAAST shooters who fail to submit annual log book returns, including any nil returns, 
st

by 31  January of any given year, will be suspended immediately from FAAST 

shooting operations until they provide the FMC with an acceptable reason for their 

failure to comply. 
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FAAST shooters who submit their logbooks on time, but fail to meet accreditation 

requirements (10 hrs ground familiarisation and 10 hours aerial shooting), must 

provide a separate document explaining these circumstances with their logbook. 

 

If the committee deems the reason unsatisfactory, the FAAST shooter may have his 

accreditation suspended and the RLPB or NPWS Region will be notified of this 

action. 

 

Within 12 months of being suspended, a FAAST shooter, or his RLPB or NPWS 

Region, will be required to show just cause why the FMC should lift the suspension.  

If this is successful, the committee will determine the re-accreditation requirements 

for the shooter. If the just cause is deemed unsatisfactory by the FMC the shooter will 

be suspended indefinitely. 

 

2.7 Procedures for FAAST shooters 
 

2.7.1 FAAST shooter disciplinary code (FSDC) 

FAAST shooters must fulfil obligations and responsibilities to their own agencies as 

well as abiding by the FAAST Shooter Disciplinary Code (FSDC).   

 

The FSDC has been designed by the FMC for the purposes of: 

 

� Maintaining a safe environment for aerial shooting and associated activities.  

� Promoting best and uniform practices by FAAST shooters.   

The safe carriage and discharge of firearms from low flying helicopters requires a 

level of concentration and firearms handling skills far greater than those required for 

other forms of pest control.  FAAST training is intended to eliminate complacency 

and error.  

 

FAAST procedures are designed to promote self-regulation and emphasise the 

seriousness of aerial shooting programs and their management.  The establishment of 

a disciplinary code is essential to maintain the highest possible safety standards. 

 

Further, it is recognised that government support for aerial shooting is highly 

dependent upon the credibility of FAAST certification and the enforcement of its 

principles.  Therefore, it is necessary to have penalties for breaches of procedure.  

 

The FSDC applies to both FAAST shooters and students attending FAAST 

accreditation, re-accreditation and fast tracking training courses.  

 

The FSDC is not intended to be supplementary to NSW Firearms Act 1996 but a 

means of encouraging the highest standards of safety and efficiency amongst aerial 

shooters.  It also assists in managing a portion of the firearm policies of government 

or semi-government agencies affected by or involved in aerial shooting. 

 

The application of the provisions of the FSDC rests with the FMC. A copy of the 

FSDC can be found as an attachment to the FAAST Procedures Guide. 
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2.7.2 Safety breaches during FAAST shooting operations 

Any FAAST member witnessing a breach of FAAST safety procedures (see module 

15 in Part 2 of the FAAST Training and Reference Manual) must submit a written 

report to any member of the FMC, who will forward it to the FMC chairperson as 

soon as practicable. Non-FAAST members are strongly advised to submit a report to 

ensure that a high standard of aerial shooting is maintained. 

 

After investigation of a breach, the chairperson, in consultation with one or more 

FMC members, may immediately suspend the alleged offender’s FAAST 

accreditation.  If this happens, the offender must be immediately notified in writing 

and their supervisor will receive a copy of any correspondence.    

 

The suspended person must be invited to respond to the allegation in writing, and a 

reasonable deadline for response must be given by the FMC. 

 

Following receipt of a written response (or no response, if the deadline has passed), 

the chairperson will then form an adjudication panel comprising no less than three 

FMC members, with the chairperson as convenor.  At least one panel member will be 

a FAAST shooter.  The chairperson must take into consideration the alleged breach 

when selecting panel members (eg: if an alleged breach involved an aircraft, the 

Manager, NPWS Flight Operations, must be one of the panel members). 

 

Decisions of the adjudication panel may be appealed by an offending FAAST shooter. 

A review panel will be appointed to judge the appeal and will comprise one senior 

officer from NSW Agriculture, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service and NSW 

State Council of Rural Lands Protection Boards. The review panel will review all 

aspects of the alleged breach, and will advise the affected parties of their decision in 

writing.  The decision of the review panel will be final. 

 

2.7.3 Actions that will lead to loss of FAAST accreditation 

The following are examples of unsafe practices.  The list is to be used as a guide.  It is 

not complete and does not limit the FMC from investigating each incident reported to 

it on its own merits. 

 

� Any action by a person that the pilot considers endangers the safe operation of the 

aircraft.  This includes ground operations such as fuelling, loading, maintenance 

and entering or exiting the aircraft.  It is not limited to firearms handling but 

includes skylarking and deliberate failure to comply with the pilot’s or helibase 

controller’s directions. 

� Entering or exiting the aircraft with a rifle or shotgun in a loaded condition.  

‘Loaded’ refers to there being ammunition within the magazine that is attached to 

the firearm, or a round in the chamber. 

� Taking off or landing with the firearm having a live round in the chamber or fitted 

with a magazine, whether the magazine contains ammunition or not. 
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� Unsafe muzzle practice.  Upon loading the firearm the onus is on the weapons 

handler to keep the firearm pointed in a safe direction at ALL times.  A safe 

direction means that when a shot is discharged, it will not injure any person or 

animal, or damage any part of the aircraft (eg. the skid) or any other property. It 

includes never pointing the muzzle at the roof of the helicopter or the pilot.  The 

application of the firearm’s safety switch is not a defence. 

� Poor firearm handling skills. This includes the continued presence of the finger on 

the trigger or failure to use the firearm safety during transportation or lack of 

familiarity with the operation of the firearm that leads to excessive stoppages. 

� Use of firearms or ammunition considered unsuitable for the humane culling of 

feral animals from aircraft.  For example, firearms that allow the expended case to 

be ejected up into the helicopter rotors, or the use of high-pressure ammunition in 

semi-automatic firearms. 

� Unacceptable animal welfare practices. Refer to module 13 in Part 2 of the 

FAAST Training and Reference Manual. 

� Shooting outside a pre-determined shooting area without land-holder/manager 

permission. 

� Inappropriate storage, transportation or ground use of FAAST firearms. 

� Deliberate use of a helicopter operator not approved by the FMC. 

 

2.7.4 Safety breaches during FAAST training operations 

The FAAST shooter disciplinary code table (located as an attachment to the FAAST 

Procedures Guide) also lists some of the offences and penalties that apply to FAAST 

students and shooters undertaking a FAAST training or re-accreditation course.  

 

The list is reviewed by the FMC and updated as needed.  To ascertain if the list is still 

current, the FMC chairperson should be contacted. 

 

Any alleged breach by a FAAST student during any training activity must be reported 

to the course marshal, or the most senior instructor on site. The course marshal, or the 

next most senior instructor, will establish a course adjudication panel from course 

instructors and pilots.  The panel will consist of not less than three members, and must 

include the pilot if the alleged breach involves the aircraft in any way.  If the pilot is a 

private contractor, the pilot’s involvement will be restricted to technical input only. 

 

The course marshal, pilot or any instructor must halt the activity undertaken by a 

student during which a breach occurs.  If the breach occurs in the air, the aircraft must 

be grounded or returned to base as soon as possible.  

 

The student will be temporarily suspended from activities until the panel has 

considered the alleged breach and reached a decision. The student may only appeal 
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the decision if additional relevant information, not considered initially by the panel, is 

produced.  Following the consideration of this information, the decision of the panel 

will be final and it will lodge a written report to the next FMC meeting.  

 

If a student is dismissed from a course, the course fees are forfeited. Any student 

dismissed from a course will have to reapply to the FMC to consider entry into 

another course. 
 

2.7.5 Safe keeping and transportation of firearms and ammunition 

It is the responsibility of each FAAST shooter to comply with the safe keeping and 

transport requirements for any firearm and ammunition used in FAAST operations as 

specified in the Firearms Act 1996, Firearms (General) Regulations 1997, Weapons 

Prohibition Act 1998 (See attachment 1).  It is recommended that each FAAST 

shooter have his/her L1A1 SLR safe keeping arrangement inspected by a Police 

Officer and be issued with a notice of compliance with storage requirements by this 

officer. 
 

2.7.6 Firearms  

� Firearms used for FAAST programs must be the L1A1 Self-loading rifle (SLR) 

(.308), the pump action shotgun (12 gauge) or any other firearm approved by the 

FMC and the NSW Police firearms registry.  

� The use of non-magnification red dot scopes is mandatory on L1A1 SLR rifles, 

and optional on pump action shotguns. No other optical devices will be used on 

FAAST specified firearms unless approved by the FMC. 

� All L1A1 SLRs used for FAAST operations must have a deflector plate fitted 

above the breach. This modification must be done by a gunsmith and listed on the 

firearms registration or Commissioner’s Permit. 

� Pump action shotguns used by FAAST students or shooters should have a ¾ or 

full choke fitted and the barrel must be no shorter than 28 inches long. It is also 

recommended that pump action shotguns have an extended magazine fitted by a 

gunsmith. 

� FAAST shooters are to ensure that firearms used for FAAST operations are 

maintained to a high standard during use and storage in accordance with relevant 

legislation (Firearms Act and Regulations) and any of their NSW government 

agency’s policies. 

� When undertaking FAAST operations, a FAAST shooter must only use the 

firearm types with which they were trained.  

� All L1A1 SLRs used during FAAST operations must be registered to the 

individual FAAST shooter/s as a government owned firearm or to be used by the 

FAAST shooter during government agency FAAST operations. L1A1 SLRs 
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obtained for FAAST operations must only be used for FAAST operations 

(including training and range practice). 

� If FAAST shooters lose a FAAST firearm or have a FAAST firearm stolen or 

destroyed they must notify the NSW Police Firearms Registry within 7 days and 

write a letter to the NSW Police firearms registry explaining the circumstances of 

the loss, theft or destruction.  FAAST shooters should also adhere to any 

conditions relating to loss, theft or destruction of L1A1 SLRs outlined on their 

Commissioner’s Permit. 

 

2.7.7 Ammunition 

 

For a .308 L1A1 SLR: 

 

� Use 130 – 160gn hollow point ammunition for small to medium-sized animals, 

such as pigs, goats and sheep, or 

� Use 180gn soft point ammunition for larger animals such as cattle. 

 

For a pump action shotgun use: 

 

� SSG or SG ammunition for small to medium sized animals like pigs, goats and 

sheep, or 

� BB or AAA shotgun ammunition for smaller animals like foxes, cats  and smaller 

pigs 

 

Pump action shotguns are not be used to destroy larger animals.  During control 

operations, FAAST shooters may find it useful to have with them spare SLR 180gn, 

soft point ammunition in the instance that larger feral animal species are encountered 

and are required to be destroyed (with relevant permissions). Ammunition must be 

stored in accordance with relevant legislation (Firearms act and regulations) and any 

of their NSW government agency’s policies.  
 

2.7.8 Commissioner’s Permits 

A FAAST shooter must only use an L1A1 SLR if he/she is listed on a 

Commissioner’s Permit allowing them to use military style self laoding rifles and is 

operating, storing or transporting the firearm as listed on the firearms registration 

certificate. The maintenance and safekeeping of each L1A1 SLR is the permit 

holder’s responsibility.  

 

 All FAAST shooter’s Commissioner’s Permits must state the following information: 

 

� “Firearms to be used for vertebrate pest animal control and animal welfare”  

And 
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� “For aerial shooting and ground range work only.” 

 

The Commissioner’s Permit must also specify the location, approval and particulars 

of the firing range on which the prohibited firearms are to be used for ground range 

practice. An example of an SLR Commissioner’s Permit is provided as an attachment 

to the FAAST Procedures Guide. 

 

If a FAAST shooter losses their accreditation and will no longer undertake aerial 

shooting activities as a FAAST shooter he or she must: 

 

� Ensure that they notify the NSW Police firearms registry of the loss or forfeiture 

of their FAAST accreditation and their intention to no longer undertake aerial 

shooting operations as a FAAST shooter as a representative of their NSW 

government agency. 

� Surrender or sell their L1A1 SLR and or pump action shotgun (if they are no 

longer licensed to use it) to a FAAST shooter (via a firearms dealer) or to a 

firearms dealer (who has the appropriate licence). The NSW Police Service may 

also take surrendered L1A1 rifles, however it is recommended that such rifles be 

sold.  FAAST shooters must have any such hand overs or transactions approved by 

the NSW Police firearms registry. 

 

2.7.9 Identification cards 

All FAAST shooters are to be issued with identification (ID) cards, as specified by the 

FMC, which they are to have in their possession when undertaking FAAST shooting 

operations. 

 

If a FAAST shooter looses their ID card, they must report this to the chairperson of 

the FMC as soon as possible. FAAST shooters may continue to operate as a FAAST 

shooter but must first contact the FMC chairperson for a replacement ID card. 

 

If a FAAST shooter has their accreditation cancelled, they will be required to return 

their ID card to the chairperson of the FMC. 
 

2.7.10   Animal destruction programs 

Animal destruction programs undertaken by FAAST shooters are to be conducted in 

accordance with: 

 

� FAAST shooter’s government employer policies. 

� FAAST procedures as set in this document, the FAAST Policy, the FAAST 

Training and Reference Manual and relevant legislation. 

� Any other requirements needed to conduct FAAST animal destruction operations 

on some lands.  For example a letter from land holders or for national parks an 
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approval under section 171 of National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 to harm 

animals and discharge a firearm in a national park. 

 

All FAAST shooters are encouraged to seek experience in aerial shooting animals in a 

variety of areas and under a variety of different circumstances. This will aid in the 

preparedness of FAAST shooters to undertake aerial shooting in different 

environments as part of disease mitigation exercises. FAAST shooters may contact 

the FMC Chairperson or Executive Officer for information on undertaking aerial 

shooting operations in different areas of NSW. 

 

 

 
  

 Figure 2.3 FAAST training session  Photo: D.Pitt 

 

2.8 FAAST training 

The FMC is responsible for the organisation of all FAAST training activities.  

 

This includes: 

 

� The approval of suitable students for training. 

� Course advertising.  

� Preparation of a suitable venue.  

� Preparation of course materials. 

� Review and update of training and reference material. 

� Review and update of course presentation. 
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� Preside over on-course disciplinary matters. 

 

2.9 The FAAST accreditation course 

When selecting suitable applicants for FAAST training the FMC will ensure that the 

selection process is undertaken in a fair, equitable and unbiased fashion and in 

accordance with NSW anti-discrimination legislation and participating NSW 

government agency’s departmental policies. 

 

The maximum number of students permitted at any FAAST training course is 6. The 

FMC will advertise the course to all relevant government agencies 12 months prior. 

The advertisement will include a list of all relevant costs, equipment details and the 

date and location of the course.  

 

Successful applicants will be notified in writing, 9 months prior to Part 1 of the 

course. Students will be required to pay for Part 1 and Part 2 of the course up front to 

allow for helicopter hire, ammunition and training venue booking costs. If a student 

fails to attend a FAAST training course, the FMC will decide if the fees are to be 

refunded. If a student fails Part 1 of the course they will not be able to attend Part 2 

and no fee refund will be available. 

 

Successful applicants will also be put through the FAAST training mentor program 

prior to undertaking FAAST accreditation training. The FAAST mentor training 

program involves the use of an experienced FAAST shooter (mentor) in FAAST pre 

training familiarisation exercises. These exercises include the observation of a 

minimum of one aerial shooting session by the student and the completion of a 

minimum of one ground range session by the student. These exercises are to be 

completed no more than 1 month prior to the start of the FAAST accreditation course. 

 

2.10 Instructors  

The role of a FAAST instructor is to: 

 

� Instruct students in a fashion that ensures the safety of all personnel involved.  

� Instruct students, to the best of their ability, in modules presented in the FAAST 

Training and Reference Manual. 

� Assess FAAST students in an equitable and safe manner and in accordance with 

the FAAST Assessment Guide. 

� Ensure FAAST students operate in a safe manner whilst undertaking FAAST 

assessments. 
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Figure 2.4 Safety is a major concern of FAAST instructors     Photo: D Pitt 

 

 

2.11 Aerial shooting programs for newly accredited shooters 
 

After completing the FAAST training course, new FAAST shooters will carry out 

their first aerial shooting program under the supervision of an experienced FAAST 

shooter. This will ensure that safe and effective aerial shooting principles are followed 

and that shooters can develop aerial shooting techniques under supervision before 

undertaking programs on their own. Other skills such as planning and helicopter 

safety can also be reinforced during this exercise. New shooters will be required to 

indicate in their logbooks which FAAST shooter/s supervised their first aerial 

shooting programs. 

 

2.12 FAAST re-accreditation courses 
  

In order to remain accredited, FAAST shooters must successfully complete a re-

accreditation course every 2 years. The FMC is responsible for the organisation of all 

FAAST re-accreditation activities.  This includes course advertising and the 

preparation of a suitable venue and materials for the course. 

 

Failure at a re-accreditation course will result in immediate suspension from FAAST 

activities. However, if deemed appropriate by the FMC chairperson, the shooter will 

attend the next FAAST re-accreditation course.  

 

All re-accreditation assessments are to be sent to the FMC chairperson who will make 

a final decision and inform the FAAST shooter of their results in writing.  

 

New FAAST shooters must attend a re-accreditation course the following year after 

their initial accreditation training. After successfully completing this first re-
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accreditation course, new FAAST shooters are to attend a re-accreditation course 

every 2 years. 

 

All FAAST shooters will be charged a re-accreditation fee, which is determined by 

the FMC.  The fee will contribute to the cost of helicopter use during the course and 

will be communicated to all FAAST shooters 6 months prior to attending the course. 

FAAST shooters are to organise and fund their personal transport, accommodation 

and meal costs for re-accreditation courses. If a FAAST shooter fails to attend a re-

accreditation course and this individual has paid fees up front for this course, the FMC 

will decide if course fees are to be refunded. 
 

2.13 Fast tracking courses 
 

Fast tracking is the process of rapidly re-accrediting former FAAST shooters.  It is 

used when it becomes necessary to return former shooters to their previous status as 

current and operational FAAST accredited shooters.  FAAST tracking will take place 

in the event of an emergency, such as an exotic disease outbreak, or under special 

circumstances as deemed necessary by the FMC. 

 

No former FAAST shooter who has lost accreditation due to disciplinary action will 

be considered for re-accreditation. No former FAAST shooter will be fast tracked if 

they have not undertaken aerial shooting as a FAAST shooter for more than 5 years 

prior to their application. 

 

Prior to any fast-tracking activities, the former FAAST shooter must comply with the 

same conditions of entry for new FAAST students.  

 

When a FAAST shooter applies for re-accreditation via fast tracking, the following 

procedures are to be followed: 

 

1. The former FAAST shooter must provide a letter from their direct supervisor 

providing detailed evidence as to the need for rapid re-accreditation.  This letter is 

to be sent to the FMC chairperson. 

 

2. The FMC will decide whether the former shooter is to undergo a fast-tracking re-

accreditation and the most suitable arrangements for doing this. 

 

3. Successful applicants will be provided with a copy of the current FAAST Training 

and Reference Manual, FAAST Procedures Guide and FAAST Policy. 

 

4. The applicant must pass the written assessments for the FAAST accreditation 

course (as for new students). 

 

5. The applicant must undertake and pass the FAAST re-accreditation course ground 

shooting and aerial shooting assessments. 

 

6. If the applicant passes the above assessments, the FMC can re-accredit this 

individual and reissue them with a FAAST identification card. 

 

All applicants will be charged a fee that will contribute to the cost of helicopter used 

for the fast tracking exercise.  The fee will be determined by the FMC and 

communicated to applicants as early as possible before the course. All applicants will 
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need to organise and fund their personal transport, accommodation and meal costs 

during the courses. If an applicant fails to attend a fast tracking course the FMC will 

decide if course fees are to be refunded. 

 

2.14 FAAST Assessment Guide 

The FMC is responsible for the development and review of the FAAST Assessment 

Guide which sets all assessment procedures for FAAST accreditation courses, re-

accreditation courses, fast tracking courses and ongoing competencies like aerial 

shooting experience and ground range practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What ministerial jurisdiction do FAAST shooters, working for the following state 

organisations come under? – National Parks and Wildlife, Rural Lands Protection 

Board and NSW Police. 

 

2. A FAAST shooter must comply with what type of legal and policy requirements? 

 

3. List 3 practices that will result in loss of accreditation of a FAAST shooter? 

 

4. List 2 aerial shooting tasks that FAAST shooters may be called upon to perform 

(ie 2 reasons why FAAST exists and aerial shooting is undertaken in NSW). 

 

5. Who must report a FAAST breach made by a FAAST shooter during an aerial 

shooting operation? 
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3. Firearms administration 
 

Summary: 
 

� Firearm administration deals with the storage and transport of firearms and 

ammunition, and firearms record keeping. 

� When not in use, firearms must be stored in an approved safe, separate from 

ammunition and PAB registers. 

� Only an authorised officer is allowed access to the firearm safe containing FAAST 

firearms. 

� When transporting FAAST firearms, they must be unloaded and rendered 

temporarily incapable of being fired and be secured in an approved, locked 

container separate from ammunition. 

� NSW government agencies must keep approved PAB registers which : 

� Record the acquisition, Disposal and Servicing of Firearms (PAB 27) 

� Record transfers of Firearms and Ammunition (PAB 29) 

� Record the licence and training details of employees authorised to use firearms 

(PAB 58) 

� The registers must be kept in an approved manner and may be inspected by a 

NSW Police Officer at any time. 

 

 

3.1 Learning outcomes 

After completing this module, students will be able to: 

 

1. Discuss the benefits of properly administrating firearms and ammunition. 

2. Describe the required storage conditions for FAAST firearms and ammunition. 

3. Describe the conditions under which FAAST firearms and ammunition are to 

be transported. 

4. List the information that must be recorded in PAB firearms registers. 

5. Describe the manner in which PAB registers are to be maintained. 
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3.2 Introduction 

The administration of firearms is an important and necessary role of all FAAST 

shooters. Diligent management practices ensure that firearms are maintained in a safe, 

working order and are used and stored in accordance with legislation.  It also allows 

FAAST shooters to effectively access information on the use of these firearms, which 

may be requested by supervisors and in some cases by the Police or other 

investigatory officers.   

 

FAAST shooters need to be particularly vigilant due to the type of firearms used for 

FAAST operations. (Pump action shotguns with magazine extensions are a category 

D firearm and the L1A1 SLR is a prohibited weapon).  

 

FAAST shooters will encounter three main areas of firearms management which may, 

or may not, already be part of their government agencies system for the management 

of firearms and ammunition.  These are: 

 

� Storage 

� Transport and, 

� Record keeping. 

 

3.3 Storage of FAAST firearms and ammunition 

All firearms, when not in a FAAST shooters or students physical possession, must be 

stored in a locked container meeting the requirements of:  

 

� Part 4 of the Firearms Act 1996, and 

� Clause 24 of the Firearms Act (General) Regulations 1997. 

 

Refer also to the Safe Storage of Firearms brochure issued by the NSW Police 

Service (attachment 2) 

 

FAAST shooters will require level 2 security for pump action shotguns and level 3 

security for L1A1 SLR’s.  For definitions and specifications of level 2 and 3 Storage 

see attachment 2. It is recommended that all firearms used for FAAST operations are 

stored under level 3 storage conditions. 

 

Under section 42 of the Firearms Act 1996, a Police Officer must seize any firearm or 

ammunition that the officer has reasonable grounds to believe is not being stored in 

accordance with the Act.  

 

Except for the purposes of storing or removing a firearm, the firearms safe must be 

locked at all times.  Firearms must always be stored unloaded, and where possible, 

with the bolt or firing mechanism removed.  

 

The following must be secured separately from each other, in facilities approved by 

the NSW Police: 

 

� Firearms and bolts and/or firing mechanisms. 



MODULE 3 FIREARMS ADMINISTRATION 

© NSW Agriculture FAAST TRAINING AND REFERENCE MANUAL  29  

� Ammunition. 

� PAB Registers 

 

Keys or combination codes to firearm safes must only be held by an authorised officer 

who possesses a firearms licence or appropriate permit that is endorsed for the 

categories of firearms that are being stored.   

 

It is strictly prohibited to permanently or temporarily make available or lend safe 

keys, or disclose combination codes, to persons not holding an appropriate firearms 

licence or permit for the firearms stored in the firearms safe.  The penalty for 

contravention of this may include disciplinary action and loss FAAST accreditation. 

 

3.4 Transport of FAAST firearms and ammunition 

 

All reasonable precautions should be taken to ensure the security of FAAST firearms 

and ammunition while in transit. Transportation of firearms and ammunition must 

comply with the provisions of sections 55, 56 and 57 of the Firearms Act 1996 and 

clauses 100 and 101 of the Firearms (General) Regulations1997. 

 

FAAST shooters transporting FAAST firearms must ensure that: 

 

� Firearms are not loaded with ammunition while being conveyed, and are kept 

(locked) separately from any ammunition. 

� Firearms are rendered temporarily incapable of being fired by removing the bolt 

or the firing mechanism (where possible), or using a restraining device such as a 

trigger lock. 

� Firearms are kept in a locked container approved by NSW Police that is properly 

secured to, or within, the vehicle being used for transportation.   

 

Section 39 of the Firearms Act 1996 requires a person who possesses a firearm to take 

all reasonable precautions to ensure: 

 

� The safe keeping of the firearm. 

� The security of the firearm to prevent its loss or theft. 

� That it does not come into the possession of a person who is not authorised to 

possess the firearm. 

Note that the penalty is more severe for prohibited firearms such as the L1A1 SLR. 

 

If FAAST shooters are required to stay overnight while on official duties and the 

security arrangements at the accommodation venue are inadequate, then firearms may 

be lodged at the nearest Police station.  A courtesy call to the particular Police station 

in advance of any storage arrangements is also recommended. 



FIREARMS ADMINISTRATION MODULE 3 

30 FAAST TRAINING AND REFERENCE MANUAL  © NSW Agriculture 

3.5 Firearms record keeping 
 

Clause 67 of the Firearms (General) Regulations 1997 applies to a government 

agency by virtue of Clause 24 (12) of the Firearms (General) Regulations 1997, 

which stipulates a government agency must keep: 

 

� A register of all firearms in terms of acquisition, servicing and disposal of 

firearms and ammunition by the employer. 

� A register of all transfers of firearms and ammunition  

� A register of the names of each employee who is licensed to posses a firearm, and 

their periods of possession.  

 

The government agency must also: 

 

� Ensure that each register is kept in a safe place, well away from the firearm and 

ammunition store, at the place of business of the employer.  

� Ensure that each register is kept for not less than 3 years from the last entry date 

recorded in the register. 

� Ensure that an appropriate entry is made in the register, within 24 hours, of the 

acquisition, servicing or disposal of a firearm or ammunition. 

� Ensure that an appropriate entry is made in the register, within 24 hours, of any 

change to the details of employees who are licensed to possess and use a firearm, 

including details of new licences, expired licences, change of officer’s address or 

place of employment. 

� Ensure that an appropriate entry is made in the register, immediately, any firearm 

and ammunition is transferred from the employer’s firearms store to the custody of 

an employee or from the employee to the employer’s store. 

� Immediately produce, if requested to do so by a Police Officer, any such register 

or permit for the officer to inspect, and make copies of any entry contained in, the 

register. 

 

 Note:  Penalties apply where these conditions are not met. 

 

The official registers to be used by government agencies are: 

 

� PAB27: Register of acquisition, disposal and servicing of firearms 

� PAB29: Register of transfers of firearms and ammunition 

� PAB58: Register of employees authorised to use firearms 
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The PAB firearms registers 27 and 29 should be available at each site where firearms 

are permanently stored.  The PAB firearms register 58 is only required at the main 

office of each location that has been identified by lodgment of a government agency 

firearms licence (P559 Licence). 

 

 

 

 

1. Which of the following 4 items must be stored separately?  

              Firearms 

              Bolts and firing mechanisms  

              Ammunition 

              PAB registers. 

 

2. What 3 safety precautions must be adhered to when transporting firearms? 

3. If a FAAST shooter is on an overnight stay and the security arrangements, for 

storing firearms, at the place of accommodation are not sufficient, where can the 

firearm be stored? 

4. What information is required to be kept in an approved PAB 29 firearms register? 

5. What level of security is required for safe storage of an L1A1 SLR (prohibited 

weapon)? 

 

 




